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Why pill testing? 





 



What kind of pill testing are we talking 
about? 

DIY reagent pill testing kits 

• Can’t detect most 
substances 

• Can’t tell you the 
potency 

• B ig room for error in 
interpreting results 

Lab- grade pill testing 

• Lab- grade equipment 

• Conducted by experts 

• Can detect all substances 
and potency 

• Counselling with health 
professional required when 
getting results 

 



Questions we often get asked 

How does pill testing address drug use at nightclubs? 

How does pill testing reduce drug use? 

Don’t people already understand the risks? 

Is it realistic to think pill testing could actually happen? 

Doesn’t it send the wrong message and/ or encourage 
illegal drug use? 



# 1 : GOVERNMENT COOPERATION 

Two ways we can make it happen 

# 2 : PRIVATE MEMBER’S B ILL  

& COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

 



• Remove criminal liabilities for medical and forensic experts to conduct 
lab-grade pill testing (forensic testing of illicit recreational drugs) at 
major events for the duration of a pilot period. 

• Require those conducting the pill testing to provide forensic data to 
Victoria Police & DHHS during the pilot period, and for relevant 
information on particularly harmful substances to be made available 
to the public through public health warnings. 

• Require an evaluation of the effectiveness of the pilot to be 
conducted and reported on following the pilot period. 

 

What does our bill look like? 



 



1. Write to your local MP. Tell them why you 
support pill testing and harm reduction, and ask 
them if they will support pill testing too. 

 

2. Keep talking about pill testing, we need to keep 
the issue on the agenda and build support in the 
community. 

 
You can stay in the loop with our campaign at: 

www.pilltestingsaveslives.org.au 

 

What can you do to help? 


